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OCT 2018 ADVENTURE RIDE 
In this newsletter I thought I would talk about the trails and scenery we will be traversing on 
this year’s adventure. 

1st. Ride: Sunday 10-14-18, Dome Plateau= 55Mi. 

To get to the trail head we will drive up UT-128 which is a national 
scenic by-way that runs along the Colorado River thru a red rock 
canyon. The road trip to this trail head is a 10 on the scenic scale and 
would make most people happy if it was all they saw all day.  But, this 
is a “Superior” adventure ride.  So, for us this will just be a preview of 
the day you are going to have. 
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The La Sal Mountains 
sit as if drawn from a 
picture for the 
backdrop to our 
condo.  
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Our drive thru the canyon will take about an 
hour and will end at an old corral where we 
will park and unload. We will get in our 
assigned positions and have our first daily 
drivers meeting. Now it gets real! This trail 
will show you just about every type of soil, 
rock and sand that this planet has to offer. At 
our half way point we will stop and eat lunch 
at the cliff’s edge overlooking the Colorado 
River looking straight up Onion Creek and 
the La Sal Mountains. After Lunch we will 
head to La Boca Arch where you will be able 
to hike up to, over and under the arch. Then 
it is off to the Wind Caves where you can 
hike up a sand dune into two caves carved 
out by wind and water. Now we are off 
across the plateau and up to Yellow Jacket 
Rd. (Not a Road) where we will take the time 
to gather a few samples of quartz just laying 
on the ground along the trail. We will 
continue on past the mining cabins as we 
wind down the trail back to the trucks. The drive back home will be just 
as spectacular, as the sun will now be casting a new and different light 

into the canyon along 128. 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Lunch for 11, served 
at the “Cliff’s Edge”

To “in-gauge” life, 
you have to be 
willing to take a 
chance. 

T.A. GILL
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2nd. Ride: Monday 10-15-18, San Rafael Swell - North= 125Mi. 

Looking back into Black Dragon Canyon and Battle Ship Row 

Today’s ride starts early, 6:00 am to be exact. Today we will have a 1.5 hour drive to the San 
Rafael Swell. We will pull off of I-70 (I mean right off of I-70 onto the dirt, there is no exit 
here.) and open a gate onto BLM land, and in one of the most remote wilderness areas of 
America. Our day will start off at the mouth of Black Dragon Canyon where we will navigate 
thru a narrow red rock canyon that cuts a jagged gap in the 1000’ high wall of undulating  
rock slabs that have been pushed out of the earth as the crust of the earth and the mantel 
moved in opposite directions.  

After emerging from Black Dragon canyon we will head north through the bottom edge of the 
Little Grand Canyon where we will stop to look at the Indian pictographs and then continue 
on to the top of the the Little Grand Canyon where we will eat lunch. From here we will 
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continue on towards the San Rafael River. We will ford the river and head on to Eagle 
Canyon. This canyon will give us spectacular views from the top, middle and bottom as we 
traverse down the canyon walls into the depths of the canyon floor. Upon exiting the canyon 
we will find ourselves on the open plane of the San Rafael Swell on trails that parallel I-70 
until we link up to the trail heading back through Black Dragon Canyon and ending at the 
trucks. I want you to pack a big lunch and plenty of gas and water for this day as it could 
easily turn into night ride before it is over…  

3Rd. Ride: Tuesday 10-16-18, Hurrah Pass to Chicken Corners= 45Mi. 

  This ride starts just up the road from our condo and is a 10 on the scenic scale and only a 2 
on trail difficulty. This is a short day but is filled with picture taking opportunities around every  

Balance Rock along the trail to Chicken Corners 

corner. We will eat lunch at Chicken Corners then turn around and head back to the trucks. 
This day will end early so that you can repack and get ready for tomorrow. 
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4Th. Ride: Wednesday 10-17-18, San Rafael Swell - South= 100Mi. 

Again we will start early leaving at 6:00am. Today we will be exploring the southern half of 
the San Rafael Swell and Crack Canyon. Pack your hiking shoes for this trip because Crack 
Canyon is a hike.   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Don’t misunderstand me. We will have plenty of beautiful trail. We will go through Red’s 
Canyon and past the Lucky Strike Mine then turn and travel parallel to the inside of the reef 
and travel along the wall before we drop into Chute Canyon on our way to Crack Canyon 
where we will start our hike. After our hike we will head toward Temple Mountain. The trail 
will take us around the base of the Mountain and then turn north toward the trucks. 
Depending upon how long we spend in Crack Canyon this could turn into a night ride back to 
the trucks. So, again, pack a big lunch and make sure you have plenty of gas and water. 

 

Ike hiking along the trail in Crack Canyon 
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5Th. Ride: Thursday 10-18-18, 7 Mile Rim= 70Mi. 

This ride starts just 10 miles from our condo and has a little of everything… Tunnels, Buttes, 
Arches, Canyons and overlooks everywhere you turn. We will start our ride just off of 
UT-191, the main road into Moab. After leaving the parking area we will climb 1000’ onto the 
top of the Rim overlooking the Colorado river valley and Moab as we head toward Uranium 
Arch.  

Uranium Arch 
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After leaving the arch we will travel on to Monitor and Merrimac Buttes named for the civil 
war era Iron Clads that these two buttes resemble. They are located right next to each other 
as if they are locked into a perpetual stand-off.  

 Upper photo: Monitor Butte                                                                                       Lower photo: Determination Towers 
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Our next stop will be a Determination Towers where we will eat lunch, then it is on to Tusher 
Tunnel. This is not a cave, although it looks like one. This is actually a natural tunnel formed 
by two sections of rock (a small mountain) that were shoved out of the earth at two angles 
that form an upside down V making a tunnel. We will hike thru the tunnel so bring your flash 
lights or you can use the one on your phone. 

Tusher Tunnel 

From here we will be heading back towards the trucks. But, we still have a few miles to 
travel before a well deserved night on the town. 
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6Th. Ride, Friday 10-19-18, Onion Creek to Gateway Colorado= 110Mi. 

This is our last ride of the week and it is special. As far as trail difficulty it is only a 2 but you 
will spend half a day just climbing to the top of the La Sal Mountains where we will crest at 
just a little over 10,000’ before descending down into Gateway Colorado.  We will have a 
very nice lunch at the Paradox Grill, and if time permits go to the Gateway Auto Museum . 

Our return trip could get a little cool as we travel back over the top of the mountains, so bring 
your warm clothes. This is another long trip so pack plenty of gas and water. 
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Well that’s it. I trust no one will be bored and I know everyone will be tired. This is the kind of 
trip where you will have to go back to work to “rest up”.  

There was a couple from Iowa (Glen & Dixie) who went on one of our Adventures a few 
years ago. They where from a small town and the local newspaper interviewed them about 
the  “Vacation” they had just taken to Utah. “Vacation”  Glen exclaimed, “We didn’t go on a 
Vacation! We went on an Adventure!” 

You will be tired and you will get a little dirty. 
But, there is a beautiful condo with a warm 
shower and comfortable bed at the end of 
every day. And you will eat some of the best 

food you have ever had every 
night. And when you come 
home YOU will be able to tell 
your friends “I don’t do 
vacations. I do Adventures!” 

Todd A. Gill 

Superior Utah Adventure �11


